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and the point is one which may some day become
of importance, nothing definite has been laid
down as to the order of succession in the event
of the Sultanate becoming vacant. It cannot
be denied that there are some disadvantages in a
Protectorate by comparison with annexation,
pure and simple. The ex-territorial rights of
foreigners, which since 1882 have been a thorn
in the side of the British Government, do not,
ipso facto, disappear. Moreover, although for the
present I am convinced that there need not be
the least apprehension on this score, there may
in the future be some risk that, as in other
Oriental countries, the Court may become a
centre of baneful and embarrassing intrigue.
Nevertheless, there can, in my opinion, be no
doubt that His Majesty's Government exercised
a very wise discretion in deferring to local opinion,
and in showing a preference for a Protectorate
as opposed to the assumption of complete
sovereignty. The family of Mehemet Ali is
not indeed Egyptian, but in course of time a
certain amount of genuine national feeling, which
has a very fair claim to be treated with respect
and consideration, has clustered round the dynasty*
Moreover, apart from Nationalism, legitimate
Moslem sentiment wifl be conciliated by the fact
that a Moslem will occupy the highest position
w the State,